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A theatre major at Cathol ic Uni­

versity in Washington, D.C., Going
completed his master's work at the

University of Minnesota. After

touring for two seasons as an

actor, he began his directing ca­
reer as assistant director of the

famous Guthrie Theatre in Minne­

apolis.

He has worked at the Cleveland

Playhouse, and at the Mummers,

Oklahoma City, among others, return­
ing to Oklahoma after "THE ODD
COUPLE" to direct "A Flea In Her
Ear. "

"Guthrie has perhaps influenced

my directing mere than anyone

else," Going says. "He was dynamic,

had a great sense of humor, and
was a master at spectacle."

JOHN GOING

Just before beginning rehearsals

at Meadow Brook Theatre he again

directed "Butterf lies Are Free,"

this time at the Royal Poinciana
Playhouse in Palm Beach, Fla.

Going, who prefers comedy, espe­

cial Iy the styi ized works of
Mol iere and the Restoration, or

del icate and sensitive plays as

opposed to heavy drama, is opti­
mistic about the future of the

theatre.

"Regional theatre is its hope of
survival," he said. "Financial

problems are crippling theatre in

New York, but it is slowly bui Iding

enthusiastic support in local areas.
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"The characters of Felix and

Oscar," he said in a recent inter­

view, "are marvelously drawn.

Simon has the abi Iity to take a

human situation, a serious con­

temporary problem, and see it from

a comic point of vfew.

SUBTLE SHADINGS IN NEIL SIMON'S

MASTERPIECE "THE ODD COUPLE"

John Going, 35, articulate dir­
ector of the current Meadow Brook

product ion, "THE ODD COUPLE" sees
subtle dimensions in the principal

characters in the play, Oscar and
Fe Ii x.

l~y interpretation maintains his

established approach, his phenom­

enal comedy dialogue, and at the

same time tries to convey the
sense of isolation and lonel iness

that divorced people meet."

THE ODD COUPLE, which plays at

Meadow Brook Theatre through Feb­
ruary 27, is Simon's comedy master­

piece, and considered by the crit­
ics to be his best work. It

centers around the comic di lemma

of Oscar Madison and Fel ix Ungar,

both not-sa-swinging singles who

are sharing a bachelor apart-
ment and collecting a few more

hangups along the way.

One reason for this play's con­

tinuing appeal is that the audience

identifies with either Fel ix, the

fussy bachelor, or Oscar, the lov­

able slob. "Even happi Iy married

people," said Going, "find it not

too hard.to speculate what life

would be like if they were not

so lucky."

Going, who Iives in New York

between plays, is directing for the
first time at Meadow Brook Theatre.

He is no stranger to theatre in

Michigan, however, working for the

past three seasons as director at
the Cherry County Playhouse, in

Traverse City. This past summer he
directed Joan Bennett and David

Huffman in one of the first produc­
t ions of "Butterf lies Are Fre.e" to

play outside New York.

"They are more than just comic

FEBRUARY 7 1972 figures in a situation comedy," he, commented, "they actua IIy repre-
------------------ sent the trag ic lone Iiness of

divorce.
U of M's KElLER HEARD ON

" THE GRAMMER of ~~USIC "

ARTICLE TO APPEAR IN

CHANGE MAGAZINE

Professor Thomas Fitzsimmons

of the Department of Engl ish has
had a poem publ ished in Nimrod,
XVI. I (Fal I-Winter 71-7~

ORTON COMPLETES DEGREE

Professor Brian Murphy of the

department of Engl ish has just

publ ished "Monster Movies:

They Came From the Fifties,"

in The Journal of Popular Films,
I. OOnter-1972T:"" 31-44-:- --

POEM PUBLISHED

ARTICLE PUBLISHED

A sol id showing of over 100

students and faculty heard Allan

R. Kei ler, University of Michigan

Linguistics Professor, speak on

"The Grammer of Music" Wednesday,

February 2.

Lawrence D. Orton, of the

Department of History, recently

completed the requirements for

the Doctor of Phi losophy degree

at Indiana University.

Jesse P~~ts, Professor of

Sociology, has written an article
entitled, "The Strike at Oakland

University," which will appear

in the forthcoming issue of

Change Magazine.

Keiler's lecture, sponsored by

the Department of Linguistics,

brought together i.deas from

.:\usicology and theoretical

linguistics.



L014ELL RUGGLES

NEW REGISTRATION

USES COMPUTER-BASED

SYSTEM:

Saves Time, Improves

Accuracy

The new registration system,
devised to alleviate the "arena­

method" problems, has been modeled

after computer-based techniques of

larger universities, according to

Lowell Ruggles, Registrar.

In an interview recently, Mr.

Ruggles enumerated the features
of the new method which uses

the University's computer center

to its best advantage but al lows

for "humen sub-systems" to do
initial work. The abi Iity to
use this method stems from the

University's relatively smal I size
and a close-knit and highly

effective Registrar staff. Mr.

Ruggles' key points are summarized:

I. Advance registration:. This

alone provides a way of alleviating
the "bulge"of people in the arena

system. Thirty days spread with

approximately 200 students per day
approaches some sort of sanity.

2. One-Stop processing: The

opportunity to work with al I of the
documents, a II of the fi Ies at

one time, and to record, col late,

separate, and initiate vital distri­

butions, makes for a sub-system

tallying just as a computer would

permit us to do. It makes no
difference whether a pair of

hands or a machine system does the

work. What' is important is that

it is done with high rei iabi Iity

and on a perpetual tally premise.
That's important.

BETHEA, 10 OTHERS, IN APGA
NATIONAL CONVENTION

Charles Bethea, Director Com­

muter Services, wi II chairman

outs participation in March at
the national convention of "Ameri­

can Personnel and Guidance Asso-

c iat ion' inCh icago. A tot a I of
eleven OU staff and students wi II

present a six-part program
"Urban Thrust and Attendant Prob­

Iems," inc Iud ing: I) Spec ia I

Services Programs, 2) Commuter
Services, 3) Student Para-Pro­

fessionals, 4) Collective Con­

frontation, 5) Campus Publ ic

Safety and Student Development,

6) Drug Programs.

Said Bethea, "We are not attempt­

ing to 'enlighten' others or claim
to have cornered the market on

final solutions. By sharing some

of our models and by gleaning
from other universities' efforts,

we hope to both improve Oakland's
services and contribute somewhat

to schools participating in the

dialogues. We are pleased that
our series of program proposals

have been accepted for the

agenda."

3. Adjustabi Iity: By watching

perpetual tallying and course-load­

ing over the 3D-day period, it

Increases capabi Iity to expand
and contract the curricula

symptomatically.

Mr. Ruggles hoped the students

saw progress and were pleased. He

paid attention to the comments he
heard during registration and made

a few running changes.

"As we continue to grow, we

w III adapt to new techn iques. I am
confident I can make everyone's
task sti II easier and more effec-

t ive. The latest ideas I intend

to incorporate are very prom ising,"
he said.

Mr. Ruggles' continuing efforts
on behalf of the students stem in

part trom his experience in high
schools as a principal and from
his observations whi Ie serving as
a counselor. "I feel I relate

with the freshman and the new

student," he sa id. "I am concerned

with the courtesies and personal

services we extend, for our uni­

versity is judged partly by how we

care for the person, the individ­
ua I."

GAS-TURBINE CAR TALK HOSTED BY

ENGINEERS TUES., FEB. 8

The Gas-Turbine Powered Auto­

mobile wil I be the subject of a

fi Im-talk-Q & A Engineering

Seminar, to be presented by Mr.
Sam Wi IIiams, President, Wi IIiams

Research Corporation, on Tuesday,

February 8, at 3:30 p.m. in room

203 Dodge Hal I of Engineering.

Hosted by the Oakland University

School of Engineering, an open
invitation is extended for al I to

hear an evaluation by the Wal led

Lake, Michigan firm on progress

to date on the design and manufact­

uri ng feas ib iIity of a gas-turb ine

powered passenger car. A 17-minute
fi 1m wi II cover historical review

of the turbine car development as
wel I as a discussion of the

Wi IIiams Aerial Systems Platform

(WASP), a standup-operated indi­

vidual flying platform, powered

by a fan-jet version of the
Wi IIiams turbine engine.

Inquiries regarding attendance

may be directed to Professor

Joseph Der Hovanesian, 377-2203

ODD COUPLE contd. from p.

Resident theatre across the country

is exposing more and more young

people to good theatre."

"THE ODD COUPLE" which stars

Wi Iliam LeMassena as Oscar and Page

Johnson as Felix Ungar, opened

Thursday, Feb. 3, at the Meadow
Brook Theatre.

Other cast members include

David Himes and Bradlee Shattuck,

both recent graduates of Oakland

University's Academy of Dramatic
Art; J.L. Dahlmann, a graduate of

Central Michigan University and at

present the Administrative Director
of Oakland University's Academy of
Dramatic Art; David Robert Kanter,
whose career includes theatre in

London and Nap les as we II as many
credits in the United States;

Glynis Bel I, in her second season
at Meadow Brook Theatre; and Diane

Bugas, a n9tive of Detroit who has

appeared in several Meadow Brook

productions.

The scenecY and lighting for

THE ODD COUPLE" are by Richard

Davis, and the costuming is by

Mary Schake I.




